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Some reflections From Rev. Jono 
Last month, a friend and I got chatting about how we celebrate Easter, and in 

particular, the contrast we'd both experienced between Easter celebrations in 

North America and New Zealand. 

In North America, we'd both been part of churches where Good Friday and 

Easter Day were the "main events" of the year.  The building would be busting 

at the seams, and every ounce of creativity was employed to render the Easter 

story with word and music and art and dance.  By contrast, in New Zealand, 

Easter weekend is generally a prime opportunity for many of us to escape the 

city (and thus, our churches), and enjoy a much-needed break from work and 

study, leaving the church a little depleted! 

It would be tempting to portray this as a contrast between the more authentic 

"holy day", and its lesser derivative, the "holiday".  Whereas once, we knew 

how to celebrate holy days properly - by going to church - our absence at 

church during Easter weekend indicates that we've forgotten what it's all about, 

or so it might be argued. 

However, the reality is obviously much more nuanced than this.  For some, at-

tending a Good Friday or Easter Day service may be more a matter of habit than 

a dedicated setting aside of a "holy day."  For others, a "holiday" to escape the 

pressures of the city may help create the necessary environment for reflection 

on the profound truths embedded in the Easter narrative. 

But regardless of our location, what can and must be stated with confidence is 

that for the story we proclaim at Highgate, the suffering and death of Jesus 

Christ on Good Friday, and the unexpected hope that we discover on Easter 

Day, is absolutely central. 

So wherever you find yourself next weekend, be it gathering with us at B@tCH 

and Highgate, or in a distant crib in Central Otago, or even further afield, make 

sure you do not miss this episode of our story!  At Highgate@10, we've been 

approaching it through the gospel of Luke, so if you're not in town, flick 

through to the closing chapters of Luke's gospel, and join us as we reflect on 

this central story together. 

  For it is only in the light of the resurrected Christ that the rest of the story we 

tell makes any sense. 

Jono Ryan 



E100 Bible Reading Challenge is a creative resource for  churches 

to encourage Kiwi Christians to get back into reading their Bibles. 

Even though most Kiwi Christians own a Bible, fewer than a  

quarter will actually pick it up during the week. 

 

At B@tCH and at Highgate @10 we have decided to take part in this 

Challenge. There are 100 readings, 50 from the Old Testament and 50  

from the New Testament. The passages are usually 1-2 chapters in 

length and can easily be read in 10 minutes or less. They are designed 

to give people a good understanding of the overall Bible story from 

Genesis to Revelation. This flexible resource can be used by individu-

als, couples, small groups or families. When different people in the 

same church take up the challenge to read scriptures together, partici-

pants can encourage each other through the journey. It is great for new 

Christians as well as those who have been on the journey for a while. 

You can take part in the challenge in a way that suits you. It doesn’t 

have to take 100 days. It’s up to you. If you would like some more 

information you could log onto the web site: www.e100nz.org.nz 

 

We have sample copies available for you to look at, of the companion 

book, that costs around $12.00 and the family weekly activity book 

and sticker chart is around $8.00 (when ordering 10+) There are also 

group resources available for small group discussions if people are 

interested in these. 

 

We have put sign up sheet out for those who are interested in taking 

part. Please put your name and email address on the sheet and we 

will be in touch with you about which resources you want. 

 

We hope to launch the challenge around April 18th. 



APW News 
  APW - the next meeting of APW is to be held in Chisholm 

Hall at 2 pm on Wed 14 April.  We are very pleased that Wil-

son Daniel is able to speak to us about his ministering 

work.  Anyone who would like to hear Wilson is very wel-

come to join us. 

 As our April meeting has usually been when we host resi-

dents from Ross Home, members need to be aware that they will be visit-

ing us later in the year. 
 

Interesting  New Book avai lable   

Early Churches: In and Around Dunedin 

by Derek and Judith Hamilton 

 

This newly published  book gives an outline of 49 of 

Dunedin’s early churches. Each entry is accompa-

nied by a colour photo of the church described.  This   

book  should be a welcome resource for anyone in-

terested in church buildings and local history. 

 

The authors are offering copies of this book  to 

Highgate Church to sell as a fund raiser. For each 

copy sold, $15 of the $25  book price will go to 

church funds. Books are available at the Church  

Office 

 

NANCE HODGKIN.  It is with great sadness that we record the death 

of Nance who worshipped with us over a number of years and was pre-

sent on the Sunday morning just prior to her death.  Nance was a regular 

worshipper, supporter and friend and she will be greatly missed.  Nance 

was always present at our Thursday luncheons and at the Monday morn-

ing Study Group and she was also a valued member of the Parish and 

Community and catering groups. 

Nance was brought up in Roslyn and the Roslyn Church was the place 

where she was baptised, married and where we celebrated her long and 

full life.  She was proud of the two windows in the front porch which are 

a memorial to her mother and father. 

We remember Nance with love and our sympathy is extended to Philippa 

and John and Neil and Vivienne and to her grandchildren and extended 

familly. 



News from the New Presbytery  

The Inauguration of the Southern Presbytery took place at Calvin Pres-

byterian Church in Gore on Saturday, 13th February 2010, attended by 

120 people from throughout Otago and Southland. 

Rev Richard Dawson was installed as the Moderator, with prayer led by 

Rev Graham Redding and Rev Peter Cheyne. Before the prayer Richard 

spoke to the congregation and said, “As I am prayed for today I want to 

do something a little unusual. I am deeply aware that those who  are 

elected to Moderator carry both significant responsibility, and to a cer-

tain extent the hopes and dreams of those who elected them. However, 

the Church’s hopes rest not finally on its leaders but also, to at least an 

equal extent on the faith of the people and yet, even this is saying too 

little. The true focus of our hope should always be the grace and mercy 

of God and in order to symbolize this today I am going to relinquish a 

symbol of my dignity and calling and I am going to ask Peter and Gra-

ham to pray for me in much more simple garb. This is a sign to you all 

that you are electing only another human and unless you pray and do 

your bit I will find it very difficult to rise above the weaknesses I come 

with. But it is also a symbol of my hope in God that we will see a new 

day, not because of who I am but because of who God is.” 

The Presbytery Council was also commissioned for their task and the 

Combined Reform Team thanked, discharged and appreciation ex-

pressed of the input from Rev Geoffrey Vine, Moderator of the meet-

ings, and Joan Sinclair who kept a record of proceedings. 

 

Report  on a  Special  Eveningð ñWind Dancerò 

The enthusiasm, energy and vitality portrayed in the film “Wind 

dancer” flowed into the whole gathering last month . About 60 people 

of varying ages enjoyed the film and chance to talk with Shona 

McTavish about her life. The Monday Evening Group and the Hospital-

ity Cluster are grateful for the immense support for this effort for Mis-

sions which netted more than $850—an amazing result, and everyone 

seemed to enjoy the evening. A very warm thank you to all who brought 

baking and other goods for the sales table. 

Special thanks, too, to the Monday Evening group and the Hospitality 

Cluster for organising this special event and to Shona for willingly 

sharing some of her life experiences with us.  



Highgate  Church Mission  Statement  

 
 

Mission  Box 

The extent of mission support and outreach that the Highgate Parish is 

involved in may be surprising to some of our readers. In an effort to 

keep people informed, and as a reminder to us all of our own mission 

statement of helping others each month we plan to highlight an aspect of 

the mission work that we support.  

This Month we bring you an update on the work at Akany Avoko where 

much progress has been made with the help of the support from High-

gate. 

 

Akany Avoko ï a Childrenôs Home with a difference 

Akany Avoko is a children’s home in Madagascar, situated 16 km north 

of the capital, Antananarivo. Initially a refuge for girls who had previ-

ously been held on remand for petty crimes in adult prisons, it now also 

accommodates abandoned, abused or orphaned children. Members of 

our parish have worked at this home as volunteers, and have been im-

pressed greatly by the work they are doing. As a result, members of 

Highgate Parish have supported work at the home. The funds donated 

have been allocated to the (early) Child Care Centre, resulting in staff 

having  better training and funds to support a new Director for the Cen-

tre. Staff and children at Akany have provided an excellent progress re-

port expressing their gratitude for the help received from Highgate. Con-

tact the Mission Cluster for further information  

 

 

High  Flyer  Book Exchange  
This free book exchange continues to meet on the third Thursday of each 

month in Chisholm Hall at Roslyn Church . The opening time has been 

changed to 4.00pm to be more user friendly for families, and closing at 6pm.  

Come along for a browse and a cuppa, meet some new people and stock up on 

your reading matter. 

Books for children aged 7-12 years are still required to add to the collection. 



 

Reminder:  

Rosters  for  Highgate@10  
Our thanks to the people who continue to help with the various duties associ-

ated with the Sunday Morning services at Highgate.  

We invite new helpers to join the team. To clarify what is expected from each 

helper, instruction sheets have been placed alongside the sign up sheets on 

the board in the foyer. The new system is designed to extend the number of 

people who help out. 

If you are able to help out, even occasionally, please put your name on the 

list. If you would like further information about what is required please speak 

to the Duty Elder. 

 

 

Reminder:  

Check out  our new Websi te  

  www.highgatechurch.org.nz  

 

Correct ion  -  
 Advance NoticeðPut this  in  your diaries  now  

Bread, Soup and Pudding  

                     CORRECT DATE 

 

         Saturday   22 May 2010, 5.30pm 

This will be a special Highgate event. All three of the church hubs will 

be contributing to a memorable evening of delicious food and fine en-

tertainment. More details to follow next month!  Mark your diaries 

now. 

 

Help  Needed  

The High Flyer Newsletter will be published again in April. At present 

we are looking for people to help with the delivery of the newsletter 

which is published just four times a year.  

The High flyer had its beginnings in the Highgate Parish when the 

need was  identified for local community news that covered the entire 

parish area. 

If you are able to help with delivery please contact Anne Stewart at 

477 7268 



A Rocha:   What  i s  i t?  

A Rocha is an international conservation organisation working to show 

God’s Love for all creation. Since 1983, A Rocha has grown from one 

project in Portugal to a family of national organisations in eighteen coun-

tries around the world. Each gives practical expression to A Rocha’s 

commitments in its own local context.   

“A Rocha “ in Portuguese means “The Rock”, referring to Jesus who is 

the foundation of all we are and do. A Rocha is committed to protecting 

and restoring God’s creation in ways that also foster the welfare of peo-

ple and communities.  

A Rocha: Aotearoa New Zealand 

A Rocha: Aotearoa New Zealand (ARANZ) became part of the A Rocha 

International family in April 2007. To find out more about ARANZ  look 

for their newsletter in the Church Foyer or go to their website:  

www.arocha.org.nz  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Final ly  a  thought  

A quote from Desmond Tutu from the book WISDOM: 

 

ñJesus said óIt is more blessed to give than to receive,ô because in giving, 

although it doesnôt seem so, you receive. And for me happiness is that 

feeling that you get when you see someone else happy; and happiness is 

when you are serene, peaceful. Serve others. The unfailing recipe for 

happiness  and success is to want the good of others.ò 



Highgate Church Contacts  

Church Office: 

               580 Highgate, Maori Hill 

Open:    9am-12 midday  

              Tues, Wed, Thurs and Fri. 

Ph:      464 0158 

Email:   office@highgatemission.info 

Highgate@10 - contact office 

Caim:   Jill McDonald ph 477 4496 

B@tch:- Patricia McDonald 467 5624 

Ministers: 

              Rev Jono Ryan                       

              Rev Barry Kelk 
               
Children and  Families: 

     Jane Davis-Rae 464 0622 

Pastoral Worker Highgate@10:: 

              Jill McDonald  ph: 477 4496  

Worship at  the three Hubs of  Highgate  

At Highgate Church we  have different times and different services  where 

God’s people come  together to worship. As part of the rhythms of our 

church we have some set times for worship.  

Highgate@10—Sunday morning worship at Maori Hill Presbyterian 

Church cnr. Highgate/Drivers Road at 10 a.m. This is a Kids Friendly 

Church 

B@tCH Breakfast at Coronation Hall (Balmacewen Road) Every Sunday 

morning during school term time at 8.30am.  Each week, along with 

breakfast there is fellowship for all ages, music, singing, and thinking 

through the Christian message of the day. 

Caim— This is a midweek service every Wednesday throughout the year. 

Caim usually meets at Roslyn Church, 21 Highgate at 7.15 pm for a short 

contemplative service which, on some occasions, concludes with 

communion.  

 

Everyone is welcome at all these services  

Youth  Group  

 (Y9 ï Y13)  

4.30pm at Roslyn Hall on  
Sundays  
Leader:  

Jordan Redding 
Phone 487 9983 

HOLY H@tCH (Y7 ï Y8) 

H@tCH = Highgate youth at  
Chisholm Hall 

4.30pm at Chisholm Hall,  
Roslyn on  
Sundays  

Leaders: Helen Owen  
(ph 464 0100)  

and Trevor Cray 
 

General Enquiries: Linda and 
Steve Dunn ph: 488 5257 


